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Shark Protection

Reproduction

Drops in sperm counts
of more than 60% in North
American, European and
Australian men between
1973 and 2018 means humans could face a reproductive crisis.
Writing in the journal Human Reproduction Update,
researchers warn the decline
is accelerating and that declines were also occurring in
Central and South America,
Africa and Asia.
It’s unclear what might be
behind the apparent trend,
but exposure to endocrinedisrupting chemicals or
other environmental factors
could be factors.

Earthquakes

An intense earthquake killed hundreds of people
and left many
hundreds of others injured in
Indonesia’s West Java province.
• One of the most powerful temblors to strike the
Solomon Islands in recent
memory knocked out power
and telephone service while
causing scattered damage on
Guadalcanal.
• Earth movements were
also felt in northern Taiwan
and southern Iran.
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Melting Microbes

Scientists warn that huge
amounts of harmful bacteria
could be released into rivers and lakes as the world’s
glaciers melt due to climate
change.
Researchers at Aberystwyth University in Wales
say their findings only amplify the urgent need to
quickly curb global heating.
They base their findings
on meltwater they analyzed
from eight glaciers across
Europe and North America,
as well as from two different
sites in Greenland.
They found that thousands of different microorganisms are growing on glaciers, or stored inside, with
some that may be harmful
to humans. As the flow of
microbes into rivers, lakes,
fjords and seas increases,
there could be “significant
impacts for water quality,”
said microbiologist Arwyn
Edwards.
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Russian Rumbling

Russia’s Shiveluch
volcano on the Kamchatka Peninsula
became extremely active in mid-November,
threatening to produce a
powerful eruption.
“At night, the dome
glows almost over its entire
surface. Hot avalanches with
a temperature of 1,832 degrees Fahrenheit roll down
the slopes,” said Alexei Ozerov, the director of the Institute of Volcanology and
Seismology of the Far East
Branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences.
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Back From Brink

An exotic bird thought to have gone
extinct 140 years ago has been “rediscovered” by researchers on a tiny island off
Papua New Guinea.
The black-naped pheasant pigeon was
-60°
spotted in images from remote cameras Vostok,
on Fergusson Island.
Antarctica
“It is the kind of moment you dream
about your entire life as a conservationist and birdwatcher,” said expedition co-lead John Mittermeier.
The team initially had help from one local who reported seeing the pheasant-pigeon several times in an area
with steep ridges and valleys, and described hearing the
bird’s distinctive calls.

The black-naped pheasant pigeon was photographed just days before researchers were to leave. Photo: American Bird Conservancy

Representatives attending the world’s largest wildlife summit have voted for
the first time to regulate the
hunting of sharks, which
kills millions of the fish each
year to meet the huge demand for shark fin soup.
The 186-nation Convention on International Trade
in Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora, or
CITES, signed an agreement
to regulate the commercial
fishing of 54 shark species,
including tiger, bull and blue
sharks, which are the most
targeted for the fin trade.

Octopus Toss

Highly intelligent octopuses have been observed
deliberately throwing debris,
sometimes toward others.
Writing in the journal
PLOS One, researchers say
the behavior among gloomy
octopuses in Australia’s Jervis Bay appears deliberate.
Both sexes were observed
throwing, but 66% of throws
were performed by females.
Around half of throws occurred during or around the
time of interactions with
other octopuses, such as arm
probes or mating attempts,
with about 17% of throws
hitting other octopuses.

